Jolly Phonics Information for Parents
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Learning the Letter Sounds

In Jolly Phonics the 42 main sounds of the English language are taught, not just the alphabet sounds.  For each sound there is an action that helps the children remember the sound the letter makes.  As the letters are taught, they are put into a Sound Book, which is brought home.  Your child will “read” their Sound Book to you each night.  

The letters are not introduced in alphabetical order.  The first group “s a t i p n “has been chosen because they make more simple three letter words than any other six letters.  Sounds with more than one way of being written are taught in one form only.  For example the sound “ai” as in “rain” is on the sound sheet.  The alternatives “a-e” like in cake and “ay” like in day will be taught later.  

Letter Formation

It is very important your child holds the pencil correctly.  If the hold starts incorrectly, it is very difficult to get it right later on.  The formation of each letter can be seen on the back of each sound sheet.
Blending

Blending is a process of saying the sounds in a word and then running them together to make a word, e.g. “c-a-t” is cat”.  It is a technique your child will need to learn and it improves with practice.  Some children take longer than others.   To start with, you should sound out the word and see if your child can hear it.  The sounds must be said quickly to hear the word.  It is easier if the first sound is said slightly louder e.g. “b-u-s” 

To give your child practice at blending, she/he will bring home Word Boxes.  Please listen to your child blending the sounds to read the words, and then send it back to school.  When your child has been through the Word Boxes they will bring home a reading book.  It is important your child understands what he/she has read.  You can help by talking about the story with your child.
Identifying Sounds in Words

If your child is going to be able to write independently he/she will need to be able to hear the sounds in words and to write the letters for those sounds.

When your child is able to hear the sounds in words he/she may bring home words with which to practice their new writing skill.  These words are for you to call out.  He/she has to listen for the sounds and write down the letters for these sounds.  This is the first step towards becoming an independent writer.

Tricky Words

Some words can not be sounded out or spelled correctly by listening for the sounds in them.  They are called “Tricky Words” and have to be learned.  As your child becomes more fluent at reading and writing he/she will be taught how to cope with Tricky Words. 
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This all sounds like a great deal of work.   But it is in stages and is spread over the year. It is an excellent program and you will be amazed at what your Kindergartner can do! 
